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Who?

Think differently
about medicines

www.nps.org.au



The National 
Prescribing Curriculum 
(NPC)



 

18 Case-based modules 
mirroring the decision- 
making process outlined in 
WHO Guide to Good 
Prescribing.



 

Modules used by all 
Australian Medical Schools 
and a variety of other 
health professional 
students. 



 

Emphasis on building a 
personal formulary

What?



Why?

“Interns about to commence practice 
in NSW teaching hospitals are not 
adequately trained to prescribe 
medications on admission, during 
hospitalisation or on discharge safely 
or efficaciously. The interns recognise 
these deficits and would have liked 
more training in clinical pharmacology 
while in medical school.”

Hilmer et al 2009: 11



Why?

PBL Challenge 1
Exposing learners to the principles of 
clinical pharmacology in a manner that fits 
with a PBL curriculum. 

Changes to 
curriculum 
structure

Challenge 2
Finding innovative ways to help students 
absorb large amounts of knowledge in less 
time.

Independent 
learning

Challenge 3
Preparing learners to be self-directed adult 
learners. 



What?

Introduction 
+ Learning 
Objectives

Case Study + 
Context

Defining the 
patient 
Problem

Therapeutic 
Goals-voting

Specify 
therapeutic 
objective 

Therapeutic 
Goals 
Feedback

Specify 
therapeutic 
objective 

Non Drug 
Treatment + 
Feedback-Q&A

Choose a 
Treatment 

Drug 
Treatment

Choose 
Treatment 
+ P-drugs

Verify 
Suitability

Verify 
Suitability

Start 
Treatment

Write 
Prescription

Prescription 
Feedback 

Start 
Treatment

Review

Provide 
Information + 
Feedback-Q&A

Monitor 
Treatment

Monitor 
Treatment

Monitor 
Treatment





 

describes teaching processes in 
a structured way 


 

typically describes sequences of 
activities


 

scaffolds content and 
collaboration


 

particularly useful for structured 
approaches (eg PBL)


 

LAMS provides flexibility in 
delivery mode and module design


 

a curriculum that moves with 
the times

Learning Design



Feedback 1





Moore (1996) described 
three types of 
interactions necessary 
for effective distance 
education: 



 
learner to content



 
learner to learner



 
learner to instructor 

Peer Feedback





Authentic tasks



Authentic tasks

Writing a prescription is only 
part of a process

Emphasis on other activities:



 

The patient as the centre of 
the care cycle



 

clear and effective 
communication with client + 
carers



 

working effectively with other 
health care professionals



 

Offering non-drug options 
and lifestyle changes as 
management options.  



Theory

• Active
• Authentic
• Connected
• Collaborative
• Complex
• Intentional



How do we assess prescribing?

ASSESSMENT

Does

Shows how

Knows how

Knows

Miller 1990



Actual practice Mini-CEX, Mini- 
DOPS, GLF

Simulation OSCE

Problem solving SA Questions

Recall MCQ

Miller 1990

Does

Shows how

Knows how

Knows

How do we assess prescribing?



How?

http://npsprescribe.lamsinternational.com

http://npsprescribe.lamsinternational.com/


Thank 
you!

email: npcinfo@nps.org.au

phone: 02 8217 8794

http://npsprescribe.lamsinternational.com

mailto:npcinfo@nps.org.au
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