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Sildenafil (Revatio) listed for pulmonary hypertension

Sildenafil (Revatio) was PBS listed on 1 March 2007 as a Section 100 hospital Authority-required item for the
treatment of primary pulmonary hypertension or pulmonary hypertension associated with connective tissue disease
in patients categorised as WHO functional class Ill. It has essentially the same restrictions as other drugs for this

condition.1

Pulmonary hypertension is much less common than systemic hypertension — the prevalence of severe pulmonary
hypertension is 30-50 cases per million people.2

The recommended dose of sildenafil for pulmonary hypertension is 20 mg three times a day.3 In comparison, the
sildenafil dose for erectile dysfunction is 25-100 mg as needed (no more than once daily).*

Revatio 20 mg tablets are white and round in shape, compared with Viagra 25 mg, 50 mg and 100 mg tablets,
which are blue and diamond shaped.e"4
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The information contained in this material is derived from a critical analysis of a wide range of authoritative
evidence. Any treatment decisions based on this information should be made in the context of clinical
circumstances of each patient.
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