.

in combination products, also raises concerns regarding the
availability of codeine in the community. As with any medicine,
due care should be taken in recommending or prescribing this
drug. In other words, take caution with codeine.
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Self-test questions

The following statements are either true or false
(answers on page 159)

3. Patients who are ultrafast metabolisers of codeine need
higher doses to obtain satisfactory analgesia.

4. The dose of codeine found in over-the-counter
products is too low to cause drug dependence.

L. $Z0OER.T TN

avoided. Patients with ongoing pain who are able to use a
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug, such as ibuprofen, are
likely to have more predictable control of their pain. The pain
management strategies outlined in Therapeutic Guidelines: Oral
and dental® provide clear advice to help patients manage their
pain or their expected pain, following dental treatment.

The warning 'take caution with codeine' should resound in
the dental setting, particularly with patients who specifically
request opioid drugs as an alternative to adequate dental

treatment.
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