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ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK 

 

Consumer Medicine Information (CMI) summary 
The full CMI on the next page has more details. If you are worried about using this medicine, speak to your doctor or pharmacist. 

1. Why am I using ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK contains the active ingredient acetylcysteine. ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK is used to treat paracetamol 
poisoning. For more information, see Section 1. Why am I using ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? in the full CMI. 

2. What should I know before I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
Do not use if you have ever had an allergic reaction to acetylcysteine or any of the ingredients listed at the end of the CMI.  

Talk to your doctor if you have any other medical conditions, take any other medicines, or are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant or are breastfeeding.  

For more information, see Section 2. What should I know before I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? in the full CMI. 

3. What if I am taking other medicines? 
Some medicines may interfere with ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK and affect how it works. 
For more information, see Section 3. What if I am taking other medicines? in the full CMI. 

4. How do I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
• ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK must only be given by a doctor or a nurse as a slow infusion into the vein. 
• Your doctor will decide what dose you will receive. 
More information can be found in Section 4. How do I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? in the full CMI. 

5. What should I know while using ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
Things you 
should do 

• Tell any doctor, dentist or pharmacist who treats you that you have been given ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

Driving or 
using 
machines 

• Be careful driving or operating machinery until you know how ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK affects you. 

Drinking 
alcohol 

• Tell your doctor if you drink alcohol.  
• Regular alcohol consumption may change the required dose of ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

Looking after 
your medicine 

• ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK will be stored in the pharmacy or on the ward.  
• ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK should be kept in a cool dry place, protected from light, where the temperature 

stays below 25°C. 
For more information, see Section 5. What should I know while using ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? in the full CMI. 

6. Are there any side effects? 
Side effects may include nausea, vomiting, generally feeling unwell, fever or sweating, chills or shivering, anxiety, dizziness or 
lightheadedness, pain in your joints or bones, injection site pain and swelling, chest discomfort, bleeding or bruising more easily 
than normal, rash, or sweating. Severe side effects may include allergic reactions, difficulty breathing, chest pain, fast or irregular 
heartbeat, seizure, bluish-purple colour of skin, blurred vision or eye pain, pain in the face, swelling around the eyes. 
 
For more information, including what to do if you have any side effects, see Section 6. Are there any side effects? in the full CMI. 
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ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK 

Active ingredient: acetylcysteine 
 

Consumer Medicine Information (CMI) 
This leaflet provides important information about using 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. You should also speak to your 
doctor or pharmacist if you would like further information 
or if you have any concerns or questions about using 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

Where to find information in this leaflet: 

1. Why am I using ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
2. What should I know before I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-
LINK? 
3. What if I am taking other medicines? 
4. How do I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
5. What should I know while using ACETYLCYSTEINE-
LINK? 
6. Are there any side effects? 
7. Product details 

1. Why am I using ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK contains the active ingredient 
acetylcysteine. 

ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK is used to treat paracetamol 
poisoning.  

2. What should I know before I use 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 

Warnings 

Do not use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK if: 

• You are allergic to acetylcysteine, or any of the 
ingredients listed at the end of this leaflet.   

Check with your doctor if you: 

• have any other medical conditions, such as asthma or 
difficulty breathing, stomach ulcers, kidney problems 
or liver problems. 

• weigh less than 40 kilograms. 
• are on fluid restriction. 
 

During treatment, you may be at risk of developing certain 
side effects. It is important you understand these risks and 
how to monitor for them. See additional information under 
Section 6. Are there any side effects?  

Pregnancy and breastfeeding 
Discuss with your doctor if you are pregnant or intend to 
become pregnant.  

Discuss with your doctor if you are breastfeeding or intend 
to breastfeed. It is not known if ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK 
passes into breast milk. Breastfeeding is not recommended 
during treatment with ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

3. What if I am taking other medicines? 
Tell your doctor or pharmacist if you are taking any other 
medicines, including any medicines, vitamins or 
supplements that you buy without a prescription from your 
pharmacy, supermarket or health food shop. 

ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK may interfere with the results of 
some urinary dipstick tests. 

Check with your doctor or pharmacist if you are not sure 
about what medicines, vitamins or supplements you are 
taking and if these affect ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

4. How do I use ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK?  

How much to inject 
• Your doctor will decide what volume of solution is 

required to achieve the required dose. 

How to inject ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK 
• ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK must only be given by a doctor 

or nurse as a slow infusion into the vein.   
• The duration of the treatment is approximately 20 

hours. 

If you use too much ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK  
As ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK is given to you under the 
supervision of your doctor, it is very unlikely that you will 
receive too much. 

If you think that you or anyone else may have been given 
too much ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK, you may need urgent 
medical attention. 

You should immediately: 

• phone the Poisons Information Centre  
(by calling 13 11 26), or 

• contact your doctor, or 
• go to the Emergency Department at your nearest 

hospital. 

You should do this even if there are no signs of discomfort 
or poisoning.   

5. What should I know while using 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK? 

Things you should do 
Tell any doctor, dentist or pharmacist who treats you that 
you have been given ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

Driving or using machines 

Be careful before you drive or use any machines or tools 
until you know how ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK affects you. 
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Drinking alcohol 
Tell your doctor if you drink alcohol.  

Regular alcohol consumption may change the required dose 
of ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK. 

Looking after your medicine 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK will be stored in the pharmacy or on 
the ward. It is kept in a cool dry place, protected from light, 
where the temperature stays below 25°C. 

When to discard your medicine 

Once opened, the contents of a vial should be used 
immediately, and any unused portion of any vial should be 
discarded. 

Getting rid of any unwanted medicine 

If you no longer need to use this medicine or it is out of date, 
take it to any pharmacy for safe disposal. 

Do not use this medicine after the expiry date. 

6. Are there any side effects? 
All medicines can have side effects. If you do experience any 
side effects, most of them are minor and temporary. 
However, some side effects may need medical attention.  

See the information below and, if you need to, ask your 
doctor or pharmacist if you have any further questions 
about side effects. 

Less serious side effects 

Less serious side effects What to do 

Psychiatric related 
• Anxiety 
General disorders 
• Generally feeling unwell 
• Fever or sweating 
• Chills or shivering 
• Injection site pain and swelling 
• Chest discomfort 
• Dizziness or lightheadedness 
• Bleeding or bruising more easily 

than normal 
• Flushing 
• Dizziness 

Lung related 
• Coughing 

Muscle or bone-related 
• Pain in joint or bones 

Skin related  
• Rash 
• Sweating 

Stomach (gastrointestinal) related 
• Vomiting 
• Nausea 

Speak to your 
doctor if you 
have any of 
these less 
serious side 
effects and 
they worry you. 

Serious side effects 
Serious side effects What to do 

Signs of allergic reaction such as: 
• Shortness of breath, wheezing or 

difficulty breathing 
• Swelling of the face, lips or tongue 
• Dizziness or fainting 
• Cold and clammy skin 
• Hives 
• Rash 

Lung related 
• Tightening of airways 
• Rapid breathing 
• Whistling sound while breathing 

Heart related 
• Abnormal heartbeat or palpitations 
• Severe chest pain 
• Bluish-purple colour of skin 

Eye related 
• Blurred vision 
• Eye pain 

Other 
• Facial pain 
• Swelling around the eyes 
• Seizure 

Call your doctor 
straight away 
or go straight 
to the 
Emergency 
Department at 
your nearest 
hospital if you 
notice any of 
these serious 
side effects. 

Tell your doctor or pharmacist if you notice anything else 
that may be making you feel unwell. 
Other side effects not listed here may occur in some people. 

Reporting side effects 
After you have received medical advice for any side effects 
you experience, you can report side effects to the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration online at 
www.tga.gov.au/reporting-problems. By reporting side 
effects, you can help provide more information on the 
safety of this medicine. 
Always make sure you speak to your doctor or pharmacist 
before you decide to stop taking any of your medicines. 

7. Product details 
This medicine is only available with a doctor's prescription. 

What ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK contains 

Active ingredient  
(main ingredient) 

acetylcysteine 

Other ingredients 
(inactive 
ingredients) 

Sodium hydroxide 

Disodium edetate 

Water for injections 

Do not take this medicine if you are allergic to any of these 
ingredients. 

http://www.tga.gov.au/reporting-problems
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What ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK looks like 
ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK is supplied as a clear, colourless 
solution. It is supplied in 10mL glass ampoules, in packs of 
10. Each 10 mL ampoule contains 2g acetylcysteine. 

 

AUST R 170803 

 

Who distributes ACETYLCYSTEINE-LINK 
Link Medical Products Pty Ltd 

5 Apollo Street 

Warriewood, NSW, 2102 

Australia 

1800 181 060 

linkhealthcare.com.au 

 

This leaflet was prepared in October 2025. 
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